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LETTER FROM THE
PRESIDENT/CEO

Dear Supporters and Partners,

As we reflect on strides made in 2023, Hunger Free Oklahoma (HFO) extends its
heartfelt gratitude to each of you who tirelessly championed the cause to combat
hunger across our state and nation. The theme for HFO and many partners has
been to focus on scalability, sustainability, and deepening of partnerships. It is
challenging to respond to ever changing needs in communities, issues of the
moment in public opinion and debate, and plan for the future. We are all meeting
that challenge head on and building the systems, partnerships, and political will
required to move forward in the movement to end hunger in Oklahoma.

Summarizing the past year’s achievements and partnerships is challenging,
but Hunger Free Oklahoma deeply values the collective endeavor to guarantee
consistent access to nutritious food for all Oklahomans.

Hungry for Action, HFO’s anti-hunger conference, proved to be a hub for
collaboration, innovation, and fostering new and existing relationships. We
can’t thank our sponsors enough for the generosity and spirit of teamwork they
provided for this record-breaking event.

Ongoing participation in White House Conference on Hunger follow-up summits
allows HFO the opportunity to interact with food security leaders on issues unique
to Oklahoma, centering our strengths and needs in the national discussion.

As HFO turned seven years old in 2023, our team was recognized for their
important work in multiple ways. I was honored with the Rodney Bivens
Innovation Award by the Oklahoma Center for Nonprofits, and the Aspen
Institute selected Hunger Free Oklahoma’s Richard Comeau for a Food Leaders
Fellowship with other innovative food thinkers from across the country, thus
introducing our work and issues into significant discussions. Jessica Dietrich was
a recipient of The Journal Record Achievers Under 40 award, and Bailey Ashbaker
received the NextGen Under 30 award. These achievements serve to underscore
the dedication and excellence of our team.

Long-term impacts take long-term work. Scaling solutions to systemic problems
requires the innovation of the private sector and the resources of the public
sector. With over half a million Oklahomans facing food insecurity, we are
thankful to walk together with our public and our private partners in this
ongoing work.
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Chris Bernard, J.D.
President/CEO




WHO WE ARE

Hunger Free Oklahoma is people. Staff, board members, lived experience
consultants, youth, partners, activists, business leaders, elected officials, funders,
donors, and more. People who have decided that we can no longer accept the
status quo.

Hunger Free Oklahoma works to bring a unified, statewide voice to the issue

and solutions surrounding hunger, with a goal to ensure all Oklahomans have
access to affordable, nutritious food. Hunger Free Oklahoma holds the core belief
that hunger is solvable, unnecessary, and unjust, and it impacts everyone living
in Oklahoma.

At Hunger Free Oklahoma, we commit to promoting diversity, equity, inclusion,
accessibility, and belonging in all aspects of our work. We believe that everyone
should have access to nourishing food and are working to ensure all Oklahomans
of all races, ethnicities, genders, sexual orientations, religions, ages, abilities,
and socioeconomic statuses can access three meals a day, every day. We strive
to create a welcoming and inclusive environment for all individuals, and we value
people’s unique experiences and diverse cultural perspectives. We are committed
to continually learning and growing in our efforts to create a more just and
equitable society, and we invite everyone to join us in this important work.

Hunger in Oklahoma is not acceptable and we are collaborating to change the
structures and systems that allow it. Hunger Free Oklahoma is people and we

need you. Visit HungerFreeOK.org to donate, submit an interest form for more
information, or to search for job postings.

We leverage the power of collaboration to

solve hunger in Oklahoma

by improving systems, policies, and practices.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Hunger Free Oklahoma’s 2023 Board of Directors furthered our
mission by providing leadership, coaching, and consultation on HFO’s
work. Visit our website for the current Hunger Free Oklahoma Board of
Directors: HungerFr K.org/A Board-of-Dir
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http://HungerFreeOK.org/About/Board-of-Directors
https://www.hungerfreeok.org/

Collaboration is the key to success in

ending hunger in Oklahoma.

In Oklahoma'’s fight against hunger,
collaboration remains pivotal for
Hunger Free Oklahoma (HFO). By
uniting with diverse partners, we
amplify our impact and work towards
a more nourished future for all
Oklahomans.

In 2023, HFO hosted the Hungry for
Action Conference, bringing together
community advocates and partners
from across the state. The conference
featured a diverse lineup of speakers
and enriching discussions on food
insecurity from varied perspectives. In
true collaborative spirit, four Hungry
for Action awards were given at the
conference to those that have shown
generosity, innovation, and partnership
in advancing efforts to end hunger

in Oklahoma: Representative Jeff
Boatman received the Legislator

of the Year Award, Journalist

Ben Felder received the Journalist
of the Year Award, Altus Public
Schools Child Nutrition Program
Director Sabina Garrett received
the Change Maker Award, and Shea
Padilla Boschee of the Nobel
County Family YMCA received the
Organization Award. The conference’s
success reflects the value of
collaborative efforts in empowering
communities.

HFO's 2023 Summer Meals Kickoff,
offered as a hybrid event, brought in
more than 100 attendees representing
17 counties.

By joining the Equality Business
Alliance (EBA), we've strengthened
ties with the 2SLGBTQIA+ population,
enhancing network access for those
affected by food insecurity.

Conversations initiated with
Chickasaw Nation have led to
partnerships, including a joint venture
with four additional Tribes to offer
the 2024 Summer EBT program,
ensuring access for children across
Eastern Oklahoma.

Site visits by USDA Deputy Under
Secretary Stacy Dean underscore
the impact of our collaborations,
fostering relationships with regional
and national stakeholders.

Notably, our Youth Action Council
cultivates young leaders, empowering
them to advocate for change in their
communities.

Generous partners like Blue Cross
and Blue Shield of Oklahoma have
supported our efforts, exemplified

by their $40,000 Blue Impact grant,
facilitating nutrition program education
in rural communities. In every
initiative, HFO remains committed to
collaboration, uniting communities,
organizations, and individuals in the
fight against hunger.

111

organizations represented at
Hungry for Action Conference

3%

of Hungry for Action survey
respondants identified as BIPOC

100%

of Hungry for Action Conference survey
respondants said they will attend again

USDA Deputy Under Secretary Stacy Dean visits with children at Ellen Ochoa Elementary School in Tulsa.







Hunger Free Oklahoma’s policy and
advocacy efforts drive meaningful
reforms to address food insecurity.

In the realm of policy and advocacy,
Hunger Free Oklahoma has emerged
as a driving force for change, wielding
influence and expertise to shape
legislation and enact meaningful
reforms that address food insecurity
at its core. Our commitment to policy
and advocacy is not just about passing
bills; it's about transforming systems
and creating lasting change that
uplifts communities across our state
and beyond.

At the heart of our policy and advocacy

efforts lies our engagement with the
Oklahoma legislature. In 2023, we
were honored to lead two interim
studies and play pivotal roles in two
others—an indication of the trust and
respect we've earned as go-to experts
on the issue of hunger. These studies

provided crucial platforms for educating
lawmakers, advocating for evidence-
based solutions, and shaping the policy
agenda to prioritize the needs of food-
insecure Oklahomans.

Despite the challenges we faced, such
as the stalling of our school meals

bill in the Senate, our commitment

to progress remains unwavering. HB
1376, our request bill aimed at
expanding access to free school
meals, garnered widespread
bipartisan support in the House—a
testament to the urgency and
importance of addressing childhood
hunger. Though the bill faced hurdles,
we continue to advocate for policies
that will ensure no child in Oklahoma
goes hungry.

HB 1376

received widespread bipartisan
support in the House with a vote of 91 to 7

beyond state borders. In collaboration
with the Regional Food Bank

of Oklahoma staff and members

of their lived experience cohort,
Magnify Oklahoma, and Food Bank
of Eastern Oklahoma staff, we
participated in Food Research

& Action Center’s (FRAC) anti-
hunger day—a historic moment that
demonstrated the power of unity

in advocacy. By joining forces to
advocate to policy makers with fellow
anti-hunger advocates, we amplify
our voices and maximize our impact,
paving the way for more effective
policy change.

In the final days of 2022, our advocacy

efforts bore fruit with the passage of
permanent flexibilities on non-
congregate meal service and
permanent Summer EBT as part of
an omnibus bill, a crucial victory that
ensures continued access to nutritious
meals for vulnerable populations,
especially in times of crisis.

Finally, our recognition at the White
House Conference follow-up
event in Chicago highlights the
significance of our work on a national
stage. As DUO was highlighted in a
video presentation, we reaffirmed our
commitment to expanding access to
healthy choices, an endeavor that lies
at the heart of our mission.

Hunger Free Oklahoma continues

to lead the charge, driving forward
with determination and resolve

to create a future where hunger

is a thing of the past. Through
partnerships, perseverance, and a
steadfast commitment to change, we
are reshaping the policy landscape
to ensure that every Oklahoman has
access to the nourishment they need
to thrive.

interim studies lead or pivotal roles
played by Hunger Free Oklahoma




Hunger Free Oklahoma’s innovative
practices redefine anti-hunger efforts

in Oklahoma.

Educational initiatives like the
“Making the School Meal Form
Approachable” webinar empower
schools to streamline meal form
collection processes, ensuring no child
goes hungry during the school day.

Expansion of Double Up Oklahoma
to new stores and partnerships with
farmers markets breaks down barriers
to fresh produce in underserved

areas, fostering a culture of health

and wellness statewide. Support from
donors and successful fundraising
campaigns ensure our initiatives thrive,
propelling projects like the Hungry
for Action Conference forward.

Implementation of a Shopify store

for free outreach material orders and
expansion of DUO into farm stands
and hubs reflect our commitment

to efficiency and exploring new
avenues for food access. Our impact is
measured not just in numbers but in
the lives touched by our efforts.

Hunger Free Oklahoma’s collaborative,
systemic, policy-driven, and innovative
practices are reshaping the landscape
of anti-hunger efforts, driving towards
a future where food insecurity is
eradicated, and every Oklahoman has
access to the nourishment they need
to thrive.

new locations participating in DUO,
totaling 39 in 2023

110

new partners trained to offer
SNAP application assistance

3X

contributions over 2022 with
Giving Tuesday and End of Year appeals



https://store.hungerfreeok.org/

REVENUE FY2023

. State: 46%

. Foundations: 26%

- Federal: 14%

Corporate: 9%

- United Way: 3%

- Individual, Business: 1%

. Other: 1%

EXPENSES FY2023

- Program/Project: 44%

. Salary/Benefits: 37%

. Contract Services: 11%
Facilities/Equipment: 3%

. Operations: 2%

- Travel/Meetings/Training: 2%

. Business Expenses: 1%

Special Thanks to Our
Founding Supporter

ZZ The Anne & Henry Zarrow

F OUNDATI ON

SUPPORTERS

Hunger Free Oklahoma is grateful for the support of our funders. Thanks to their
generosity, we can apply our innovative approach to work toward an Oklahoma
where everyone has access to enough nutritious food every day.

$450,000+

Ascension St. John

George Kaiser Family Foundation

Oklahoma Human Services

Oklahoma Tobacco Settlement Endowment Trust
USDA — Gus Schumacher Nutrition Incentive Program
The Anne and Henry Zarrow Foundation

$100,000-449,999

Birth Through Eight Strategy Tulsa

Inasmuch Foundation

Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Philanthropies
Tulsa Area United Way

$50,000-99,999

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Oklahoma
The Boston Foundation

The Sanford & Irene Burnstein Foundation
Congressional Hunger Center

MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger
Share Our Strength/No Kid Hungry

$10,000-49,999

Anonymous

Cherokee Nation Businesses

E.L. and Thelma Gaylord Foundation
Oklahoma Center for Nonprofits

$1,000-9,999

The Curry Family Foundation Petroleum Asset Management

First Baptist Church North Tulsa Queenie’s

Gretchen Swanson Center for Nutrition — QuikTrip

HAC, Inc. Donna & Chris Schafer

Hannah Jackson Tulsa Foundation

OG&E Williams

Oklahoma Complete Health The Jim and Martha Yeats Charitable
Oklahomans for Carol Bush Fund/Tulsa Community Foundation
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WORKING TOGETHER TO END HUNGER IN OKLAHOMA



HungerFreeOK.org
918-591-2491

SNAP Hotline
877-760-0114

Tulsa
907 S. Detroit Ave., Suite 600
Tulsa, OK 74120

Oklahoma City
2601 NW Expressway, Suite 807E
Oklahoma City, OK 73112






